LACEY FIRE DISTRICT THREE
Community Dispatch
Volume 9, July 2010

Advisory Members Join Board of Fire Commissioners
Inside this Issue:
 Make July Wildfire
Free
 Performance
Comparison
 Hazard Alert for
Grilling
 Lacey Fire District
Service Standards

Mark Terry and Judy Wilson have been selected by the Lacey City Council
to serve as advisory members to the Lacey Fire District Three Board of Fire
Commissioners. Retired from the U.S. Army, Mr. Terry has been a Laceyarea resident since 2003 and brings credentials and field response experience
in the area of emergency management. Ms. Wilson is a long-time member of
the community with noted public service as a Thurston County Commissioner
(8 years) as well as a North Thurston Public Schools Board Member (4 years).
Their selection and appointment came as a result of the Interlocal Agreement
for Annexation approved by the Lacey City Council and the Fire District 3
Board of Fire Commissioners. According to this Agreement two members
appointed by the City of Lacey will serve in an advisory capacity to the Fire
District as long as there are only three Fire District Commissioners.

The Board of Fire Commissioners passed a resolution in June to place a
measure on the August primary that will ask District voters if they want to increase the Board from its
present three-member commission to a five-member commission.

While Washington State has “keep right” laws that admonish traffic to keep to the right lane unless
passing, keeping to the right or moving to the right is critical for safe passage of emergency vehicles on a
response.
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 46.61.210 requires that
vehicles, upon the immediate approach of an authorized
emergency vehicle making use of sirens and lights (or a police
vehicle with siren only), immediately drive to a position parallel
to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of
the roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain
in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has
passed.
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Make July Wildfire-Free !
A man driving a car and smoking
tossed the butt out the window provoking
a fire so vast
it burned the forest and grass
and he now lives in a jail - no joking!
Wildland fires can be devastating, and
historically Lacey Fire District responds to the
most wildland fires in July. In 2009, nearly half
of the 101 natural vegetation fires occurred in
July.
The State Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) reports that statewide, 52% of
wildland fires are negligently or intentionally
started and 85% of outdoor fires are human
caused. Common causes of negligent fires are
fireworks, discarded cigarette butts and outside
burning of trash or debris despite the outdoor
burning ban.
The environmental effects
of a wildfire can be
devastating, but so can
the economic effects of a
criminally or negligently
started fire. The DNR is
required by law to
investigate the cause of
wildfires, and must seek to recover the costs of
fire suppression from the responsible party that
is associated with a criminal or negligent fire.
Cost recovery can easily add up to thousands of
dollars.
If you are enjoying a campfire during the
summer months make sure that you follow all
burning restrictions and that your fire meets
safety guidelines. And remember:
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Number of Trauma Calls Points to
Need for Safety

The District’s record management system for
incidents allows emergency responders to use a
word or short phrase to make an overall
description of their impression of the medical
need, or “provider first impression.”
As can be seen from the chart above, trauma
continues to substantially dominate the types of
medical responses that the District is called to,
accounting for about 20% of the total number of
responses (2010 is estimated based on current
response volume).
You can help by actively practicing safety:
 Turn the cellphone off in the car!
 Remove tripping hazards from the house,
especially if you have elderly folks at
home.
 Wear a protective helmet when bicycling
or skateboarding.

No Outdoor Burning July 15 – October 15
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HAZARD ALERT!!
Use Caution with
your Propane
BBQ on the
Patio between 6
pm and 7 pm in
July!

We urge you not to become a statistic for the
next report and to practice safe grilling:

Your backyard BBQ may be
more dangerous than you
suspect. According to
national statistics, using a propane-powered
BBQ on the patio between 6 & 7 pm in July is
the
most
hazardous
combination
of
circumstances and most likely to lead to an
injury or significant fire at your home. A recent
US Fire Administration report examining fire
data between 2006 and 2008 from across the
nation found that residential grills, hibachis
and barbeques, on average, cause more
injuries and higher dollar losses when
compared to all other fires.

 All cylinders manufactured after April
2002 must have an overpressure device
(OPD) – it will have a triangular shaped
hand wheel – make sure your propane
cylinder has one.

Each year in the study period, grills were
responsible for an average of 10 deaths, 100
injuries and $37 million in property damage.

 Check the propane cylinder hose for
leaks before using it for the first time
each year. A light soap and water
solution will make more bubbles if
propane is escaping.
If propane is
escaping, turn off the cylinder and grill.
Get it serviced by a professional before
using it again.

 Make sure your grill is clean – no
grease/fat buildup in the trays or below
the grill
 Use only outdoors
 Position the grill well away from siding
and overhangs, play areas and foot traffic
 Use long-handled tools and keep
ignitable items (sleeves or other loose
clothing, food packaging, towels, etc)
away from the heat

 87% of grill fires happen at single family
homes or duplexes
 17% of the fires occurred in July
 Nearly 20% of the fires occurred between
6 pm and 7 pm
 32% of the fires originated with BBQing
on the patio, in courtyards, on terraces or
in a screened-in porch
 Propane power was the culprit in 69% of
all the grill fires

Continued next column
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Lacey Fire District Service Standards
Last month the Community Dispatch identified the services
provided by Lacey Fire District. This month the performance
standards, as adopted by the Board of Fire Commissioners in
Resolution #783-11-07, are identified.
Performance standards are required to be set at 90%; in other words,
90% of the time we should be meeting our standard. This is a departure from the more commonly used
“average.” For example, many agencies report their response time as “we have an average response time
of 4 minutes.” While this sounds great, what it actually means is half the time their response is
somewhere greater than 4 minutes.
When using a 90% response performance level, one must shift their thinking. Moving up to 90%
performance probably increases the response time, but provides a greater assurance that the response time
will apply to you. For example, with a 90% performance level response time of 5 minutes, you have a
pretty high degree of assurance someone will be there in 5 minutes or less.
One performance standard the District set is turnout time, and the standard is 3 minutes or less 90% of the
time. In the past three years, the District has met that standard and our actual performance for 2009 was 2
minutes 29 seconds 90% of the time.
The other standards the District is required to set are response standards. Since reporting is required on a
geographical basis, the District set standards for each station area. Those standards are:
Area
Station 31 – Lacey core area
Station 32 – Lake St Clair area
Station 33 – Mullen Road area
Station 34 – Hawks Prairie area
Station 35 – Willamette Dr area

Standard
11 minutes, 90% of the time
15 minutes, 90% of the time
13 minutes, 90% of the time
13 minutes, 90% of the time
14 minutes, 90% of the time

These standards apply to all EMS responses, wildland fire calls, and for the first arriving fire engine to a
fire call. Additional standards were set to accommodate the particular needs of special operations and the
arrival of all the necessary apparatus for a residential structure fire. These standards are:
Area
Standard
All station areas for special operations 17 minutes, 90% of the time
and full first alarm assignment
If you would like further information regarding these standards, please contact us and request the
Emergency Response Reporting Standards. If you would like further information on our performance
over the last three years, you should request a copy of the Response Time Compliance Report.
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